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February 22, 2023                                    7:00PM 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
Ash Wednesday Liturgy  

As the music begins, please prepare your hearts and minds for 
worship. 
 
PRELUDE                                                 

THE ASH WEDNESDAY PENITENTIAL LITURGY 

THE GATHERING 

The Penitential Psalm 51 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 
  in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 
 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 
  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 
  and my sin is ever before me. 
 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 
  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment.  
 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 
  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 
 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 
  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 
 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 
  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 
  that the body you have broken may rejoice.  
 9Hide your face from my sins, 
  and blot out all my wickedness. 
 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 
  and renew a right spirit within me. 
 11Cast me not away from your presence, 
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  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 
  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  
 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 
  and sinners shall be restored to you. 
 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 
  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 
 15O Lord, open my lips, 
  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 
16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 
  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 
 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 
  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise.  
  
 
THE GREETING 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, 
and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new 
and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may  
receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and             
forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 
The First Reading  
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 
The Word of The Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 

 
The Second Reading            
2 Corinthians 5:20b – 6:10 
The Word of The Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
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The Holy Gospel        
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, 
and fasting, but emphasizes that spiritual devotion must not be 
done for show. 

The holy gospel according to Matthew: 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

The gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to you, O Christ. 

SERMON 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Savior When In Dust To You #601  

INVITATION TO LENT 

Friends in Christ, today with the whole church we enter the time 
of remembering Jesus’ passover from death to life, and our life in 
Christ is renewed . . . by the gifts of word and sacrament. Let us 
continue our journey through these forty days to the great Three 
Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most holy and merciful God, 
we confess to you and to one another, 
and before the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned by our fault, 
by our own fault, 
by our own most grievous fault, 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and 
strength. We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have 
not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
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REMEMBRANCE OF ASHES 

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. 
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence,  
reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ are 
we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen. 
 

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We 
have not been true to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your 
Holy Spirit. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy 
that have infected our lives, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of  
other people, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the 
faith that is in us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to 
injustice and cruelty, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our    
neighbors, and our prejudice and contempt toward those who    
differ from us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern 
for those who come after us, we confess to you. 
Have mercy on us, O God. 
 
Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
 
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 
that we may show forth your glory in the world. 
By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 
bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power 
of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church,  
the world, and all of creation.  
 

Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer.  
 

THE MEAL     
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus 

 

OFFERING  
 

SPECIAL MUSIC 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present 
them in faithful service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our 
hearts to receive you in this meal as you pour out your very  
Presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING   
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER      

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy      
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into   
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen.   



7 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness. 

COMMUNION 

The body of Christ, given for you. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

PRAYER 

Embodied God, 
at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. 
With the eyes of our hearts open to your promise, 
empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors 
and touch the world with your love. 
Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

God, the giver of love, 
☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 
 
THE SENDING SONG:     #319     

O Lord Throughout These Forty Days 

 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
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VBS PLANNING: Sunday, February 26th            
immediately following the worship service.  We need 
new ideas and new members to help us bring back this 
wonderful ministry this summer. 
 
SOUP SUPPER:  Wednesday,  March 1st,  6-8pm. 
Please come out and join us at 6pm for a time of soup 
and  fellowship, followed by our first midweek Lenten 
service at 7pm. 
 
CHURCH CLEANUP: March 18, 10am-2pm.  We 
need all hands on deck as we prepare for the Easter 
and summer seasons.  Service hours are available for 
any young person who needs them for school. 
 
CHURCH COUNCIL: Meets the third Monday of 
each month.  Our next meeting will be on  February 27 
at 7pm.  These meeting are open to anyone who would 
like to attend.  Council still has one year term open-
ings, if you are interested please reach out to Bonnie 
Mazza. 

 
MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES:  Our  mid-
week Lenten Services will begin on March 1st with 
our Soup Supper. (please see above)  They will continue 
on March 8, 15, 22 & 29. at 7pm.   

 
HOLY WEEK WORSHIP:  Palm Sunday, Apr il 2, 
at 10am. Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7pm.  Good   
Friday, April 7 at 7pm and  Easter Sunday at 10am. 
 
 

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES: We are continuing with our    
Contemporary Services featuring Voices That Reign. Our next 
service will be on Tuesday February 28 @7:00pm. 

SUNDAY SERVICES: Our Sunday morning worship services 
will continue at 10:00 AM. Services are also streamed live on our 
Facebook Page.. Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bur-
lington Twp, NJ 

 

 


