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SECOND SUNDAY OF LENT 
During Lent we journey with all those around the world who will be baptized at the   

Easter Vigil. In today’s gospel Jesus tells Nicodemus that he must be born of water and 
Spirit. At the font we are a given a new birth as children of God. As God made a        

covenant with Abraham, in baptism God promises to raise us up with Christ to new life. 
From worship we are sent forth to proclaim God’s love for all the world.  

 
THE PRELUDE 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
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This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 
☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 

* THE GATHERING SONG:  This Is The Spirits Entry 
      Now  #448 

* THE GREETING 

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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*  THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: O God, our  leader  and guide, in the waters of baptism you 
bring us to new birth to live as your children. Strengthen our 
faith in your promises, that by your Spirit we may lift up your 
life to all the world through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 
 

WORD 

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a 
1The Lord said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred 
and your father’s house to the land that I will show you. 2I will 
make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 
bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.” 4aSo Abram went, as 
the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
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Psalm: Psalm 121 
 1I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 
 2My help comes from the L , 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 
3The L  will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 
4Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
5the L  watches over you; 

  the L  is your shade at your right hand; 
6the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 
7The L  will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 
8The L  will watch over your going out and your  
        coming in, from this time forth forevermore.   
 
Second Reading: Romans 4: 1-5, 13-17 
1What then are we to say was gained by Abraham, our ancestor 
according to the flesh? 2For if Abraham was justified by works, 
he has something to boast about, but not before God. 3For what 
does the scripture say? “Abraham believed God, and it was 
reckoned to him as righteousness.” 4Now to one who works, 
wages are not reckoned as a gift but as something due. 5But to 
one who without works trusts him who justifies the ungodly, 
such faith is reckoned as righteousness. 
 13For the promise that he would inherit the world did not 
come to Abraham or to his descendants through the law but 
through the righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the 
law who are to be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is 
void. 15For the law brings wrath; but where there is no law,    
neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise 
may rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not 
only to the adherents of the law but also to those who share the 
faith of Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is    
written, “I have made you the father of many nations”)—in the 
presence of the God in whom he believed, who gives life to the 
dead and calls into existence the things that do not exist.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
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* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Sung               page  151 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
  
*P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 3rd Chapter  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord!   
 
Gospel: John 3: 1-17 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the 
Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we 
know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one 
can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of 
God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see 
the kingdom of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? 
Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be 
born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter 
the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What 
is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is      
spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the 
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it 
goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus 
said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, 
“Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and 
testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our testimony.  
12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, 
how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one 
has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from 
heaven, the Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent 
in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that   
whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 16“For God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but in order that the world might be saved through him.”  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord!  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
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GOOD NEWS 101   

THE SERMON 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  We Are Baptized In Christ  
      Jesus  #451             
       
* THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

  I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 

 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
All: And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
SPECIAL MUSIC 
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THE OFFERTORY: Let The Vineyards   # 184 

 

THE MEAL 

 

* THE OFFERING PRAYER 

God of good gifts, 
receive these and all our offerings 
as we present them in faithful service 
for the sake of your gospel. 
Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal 
as you pour out your very presence 
through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 
Amen. 

*  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Sung)      page 152 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  

*  THE PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
that we should at all times and in all places 
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You call your people to cleanse their hearts 
and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 
that, renewed in the gift of baptism, 
we may come to the fullness of your grace. 
And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, 
we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*  THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sung)        page 153 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
Lord God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
  

*  THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
 and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
*  THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 Come and receive Jesus, our strength in the wilderness  
 
         THE LAMB OF GOD  (sung)       page 154 

         THE DISTRIBUTION 

 *  THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  

 Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the       
goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of our hearts open to 
your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our   
neighbors and touch the world with your love. 

 Amen. 
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Serving Today:  March 5 
Communion Assistant:  Amber  Johnson 

Acolyte: Scar lett Johnson 
Lector:  Lynn Haab 

Ushers: Lynn Haab & Nicole Rodig 
Musician: David May 

 
Serving Next Week: March 12 

Acolyte:  Allyson Schmalz 
Lector: Danielle Ercolani 

Ushers:  Steve Anderson & Chr is Rodig 
Musician:  Ryan Peiffer  

 

THE SENDING 

*  THE BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, 
☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
bless you in this Lenten journey. 
Amen. 

*THE SENDING SONG:   Lift High The Cross    #660 
                                                

*  THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace, Serve in Love. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

   THE POSTLUDE 

This past Wednesday we had a great 
time of fellowship and great soup!  We 
have decided to do it again this coming 
Wednesday, March 8 @ 6pm.  Please 

come out  and enjoy fellowship followed 
by our Lenten Devotions 
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OUR OFFERING ENVELOPE supplier advises it 
has a very big backlog of 2023 orders. They do not   
expect to ship our envelopes until the 2nd week of 
March. Until they are  received, you can either mail a 
check to the Church or use one of the blank envelopes 
in the pew racks on Sundays  just be sure to write 
your name on the envelope. 

 EASTER  LILY DEDICATION:   If you are   
interested in purchasing a Easter Lily in honor of a 
loved one, we will have a sign up sheet out starting 
this week, March 5.  We are asking that you pay for 
the Lilies at the time you sign up. The cost is $20 
per Lily  

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES: Our midweek 
Lenten Services will began on March 1, 8, 15, 22 & 
29 at 7pm.  

EASTER EGG HUNT: Saturday, Apr il 1, from 
10am-noon.  Please see sign up sheet on bulletin board. 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP:  Palm Sunday, Apr il 2, at 
10am. Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7pm.  Good  Friday, 
April 7, at 7pm and  Easter Sunday at 10am. 

CHURCH CLEANUP: March 18, 10am-2pm.  We 
need all hands on deck as we prepare for the Easter and 
summer seasons.  Service hours are available for any 
young person who needs them for school. 

TRENTON THUNDER FAITH & FAMILY 
NIGHT:  We have signed up to be a par t of this 
great event on Saturday, July 29th @6:30pm.  Tickets 
are $8.00 per person.  Reserve Your tickets starting 
Sunday, March 12.  
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SUNDAY SERVICES: Our Sunday morning worship services will 
continue at 10:00 AM. Services are also streamed live on our Facebook 
Page.. Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, Burlington Twp, NJ 

THE CHURCH OFFICE is usually open on Wednesdays and      
Fridays when Pastor is there. Bonnie will be in the office, Mon 10-2,  
Wed—Friday 10-2. You can always call and leave a  message if you 
need us.  

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH continues with our  Phillip the 
Bucket spare change Loud Offering on the first Sunday of each month. 
Our Offerings have gone to help those in need in our  community. We 
are also continuing to collect nonperishable food items for St. Luke’s 
Food Pantry.  

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES: We are continuing with our    
Contemporary Services featuring Voices That Reign. Our next service 
will be on Tuesday March 14 @7:00pm 

FELLOWSHIP TIME:  Please join us immediately following     
worship in the Social hall for refreshments and fellowship. We are  
looking for dessert type items, if you would like to help out please see 
sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

We are so glad you worshipped with us today.   

Our hope is that you have a blessed week and we will see you 
again next Sunday.  

 If you are visiting and have any questions about Holy     
Trinity, please ask Pastor Haab, one of our Greeters or any of 

our wonderful members. 


