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9th Sunday after PENTECOST 
Introduction 

 Jesus says, “It is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the kingdom.” It is 
God’s promise from the beginning—to Abraham, to the early church, and to the 
“little flock” of which we are a part in today’s assembly. Faith, God’s baptismal 

gift, trusts the promises of God. Have no fear.  
    THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
    THE PRELUDE 
*  THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 Blessed be the Holy Trinity,☩ one God, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 
Amen. 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Merciful God, 
we confess that we have not followed your path but have chosen 
our own way. Instead of putting others before ourselves, we long 
to take the best seats at the table. When met by those in need, we 
have too often passed by on the other side. Set us again on the 
path of life. Save us from ourselves and free us to love our  
neighbors. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news! God does not deal with us according to our sins 
but delights in granting pardon and mercy. In the name of ☩ Jesus 
Christ, your sins are forgiven. You are free to love as God loves. 
Amen. 
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*THE GATHERING HYMN:   Just As I Am     # 592        

* THE GREETING 

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the  
 communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C:  And also with you. 
     THE HYMN OF PRAISE  pg. 149 
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*  THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray:  

Almighty God, you sent your Holy Spirit to be the life and light of 
your church. Open our hearts to the riches of your grace, that we 
may be ready to receive you wherever you appear, through Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord  
Amen.   

The First Lesson:  Genesis 15: 1-6 
 
1After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, 
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be 
very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, 
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Da-
mascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and 
so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of 
the Lord came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one but 
your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside 
and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to 
count them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants 
be.” 6And he believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as 
righteousness.  
 
The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
Psalm 33:12-22 
12Happy is the nation whose God is the L ! 
  Happy the people chosen to be God’s heritage 
13The L  looks down from heaven, 
  and sees all humankind. 
14God sits firmly enthroned and watches  
     all who dwell on the earth. 
15God fashions all their hearts 
  and observes all their deeds. 
16A king is not saved by the size of the army, 
  nor are warriors rescued by their great strength. 
17The horse gives vain hope for victory; 
  despite its great strength it cannot save. 
18Truly, your eye is upon those who fear you, O L , 
  upon those who wait for your steadfast love, 
19to deliver their lives from death, 
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  and to keep them alive in time of famine. 
20Our innermost being waits for you, O L , 
  our helper and our shield. 
21Surely, our heart rejoices in you, 
  for in your holy name we put our trust. 
22Let your lovingkindness, O L , be upon us, 
  even as we place our hope in you.  
 
The Second Reading: Hebrews 11: 1-3, 8-16 
 
1Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of  
things not seen. 2Indeed, by faith our ancestors received approval. 3By  
faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, 
so that what is seen was made from things that are not visible. 8By  
faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to set out for a place that he 
was to receive as an inheritance; and he set out, not knowing where he  
was going. 9By faith he stayed for a time in the land he had been  
promised, as in a foreign land, living in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob,  
who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10For he looked forward 
to the city that has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  
11By faith he received power of procreation, even though he was too 
old—and Sarah herself was barren—because he considered him   
faithful who had promised. 12Therefore from one person, and this one 
as good as dead, descendants were born, “as many as the stars of   
heaven and as the innumerable grains of sand by the seashore.” 13All 
of these died in faith without having received the promises, but from a 
distance they saw and greeted them. They confessed that they were 
strangers and foreigners on the earth, 14for people who speak in this 
way make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. 15If they had been 
thinking of the land that they had left behind, they would have had  
opportunity to return. 16But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, 
a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God; 
indeed, he has prepared a city for them.  
 
The Word of the Lord.   
C: Thanks be to God.   
 
*  THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  (Sung  page  #151a) 
 
C: Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of      

 eternal life. Alleluia.  
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* P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 12th chapter.  
  C: Glory to you, O Lord!   
 
*  The Gospel: Luke 12:32-40 

[Jesus said:] 32“Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. 33Sell your possessions, and give alms. 
Make purses for yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in 
heaven, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 35“Be dressed for action 
and have your lamps lit; 36be like those who are waiting for their master 
to return from the wedding banquet, so that they may open the door for 
him as soon as he comes and knocks. 37Blessed are those slaves whom 
the master finds alert when he comes; truly I tell you, he will fasten his 
belt and have them sit down to eat, and he will come and serve them. 38If 
he comes during the middle of the night, or near dawn, and finds them 
so, blessed are those slaves. 39“But know this: if the owner of the house 
had known at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his 
house be broken into. 40You also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour.”  

P:  The Gospel of the Lord! 
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

GOOD NEWS 101 
 

THE SERMON 
 

THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  Blessed Assurance     #638 
 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
    
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
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 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy 
One in prayer. 
 
Merciful God, 
Receive Our Prayer. 
 
* THE PEACE  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always,  
And also with you.    
 
THE OFFERING  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC  
 

THE MEAL 
 
*  THE OFFERING PRAYER 
 

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. 
As we feast on your goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, 
and equip us to bear fruit for the good of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
*  THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Sung)      page 152 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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*  THE PREFACE 
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times 
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and      
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day 
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 
*  THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sung)        page 153 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
 

*  THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 
*  THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father who art in heaven,  
     hallowed be thy name,  
     thy kingdom come,  
     thy will be done,  
        on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
     as we forgive those  
        who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
     but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
     and the power, and the glory,  
         forever and ever. Amen.  
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*  THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

In Christ’s presence there is fullness of joy. 
Come to the banquet. 

 
    THE LAMB OF GOD  (sung)        page 154 
 
     THE DISTRIBUTION 
 
 *  THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
 

Life-giving God, 
through this meal you have bandaged our wounds 
and fed us with your mercy. 
Now send us forth to live for others, 
both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. 
This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
 

 THE SENDING 
 
*  THE BLESSING 
 

The God of peace, 
Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you, comfort you, 
and show you the path of life 
this day and always. 
Amen. 
 

*THE SENDING SONG:  We Are Called    #720 

                                                       

*  THE DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Love your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

   THE POSTLUDE 
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Serving today: August 7 

Acolyte:  Allyson Schmalz 
Lector:  Bonnie Mazza 

Communion Assistant: Lynn Haab 
 

Serving next Week: August 14 
Acolyte:  Paige Buddenbaum 

Lector:  Kathy Klotz 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES: Our Sunday morning worship services 
will continue at 10:00 AM. Services are also streamed live on our 
Facebook Page. 
  
COVID PROTOCOLS continue to be in place for  the safety of 
those who worship or use the building. Holy Trinity allows indoor 
masking to be a personal choice, using good judgement. We       
continue to social distance and will still have the sign in sheet. 
 
POLISHING THE CHURCH PEWS:  Our pews are in           
desperate need of some good TLC.  We are looking for 4-5 people 
to come out and help. If you are interested in helping please see 
Amber Johnson. 
 
THE CHURCH OFFICE is usually open on Wednesdays and  
Fridays when Pastor is there. Bonnie will be in the office, Mon 10-2,  
Wed—Friday 10-2. You can always call and leave a  message if you 
need us.  

PLEASE HELP US as we work to update the church directory. 
Please fill out a Church Member Information form for you and your 
family with mailing  addresses, best phone numbers, and updated 
Email addresses. You can leave the forms in the bin in the Narthex 
or mail them back to the church.  

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH continues with our  Phillip 
the Bucket spare change Loud Offering on the first Sunday of each 
month. Our Offerings have gone to help those in need in our         
community. We are also continuing to collect nonperishable food 
items for St. Luke’s Food Pantry.  

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES: We are continuing with our  
Contemporary Services featuring Voices That Reign. Our next    
service will be on Tuesday August 9@7pm. 

CALLING ALL SINGERS:  Holy Tr inity is  
looking to rebuild our choir and solo list. If you 
love to sing and would like to be a part of this  
ministry please see sign up sheet located on the 
bulletin board. 
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Make sure to register soon for NJ Synod day at Six Flags.  
Come out for a fun filled day, meet other  families within 
our synod.  Not only do you and your family get to enjoy 

the rides and games, but you have the opportunity to join 
in  scheduled events in the park with other NJ Synod 

Members.  

Tickets are selling quickly! 
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GreenFaith Circle of Southern New Jersey 

We all have our passions: sports teams, classic cars, shoes… 
One doesn’t normally think of combining secular passions 
with faith, but if you are passionate about protecting the 

Earth, here’s an opportunity to do just that. 

 “Because the Earth and all people are sacred and at risk,       
GreenFaith is building a worldwide, multi-faith climate and         

environmental movement. Together our members create            
communities to transform ourselves, our spiritual institutions, 
and society to protect the planet and create a compassionate, 

loving and just world.”  

GreenFaith Circles bring together passionate people of faith,      
conscience and goodwill in a congregation,  local faith-based         

institutions, or a community – offline or online. They are      
connected to a global Circles network through regular calls, 
training and campaigns. The GreenFaith Circle of Southern 

New Jersey was    begun in 2019, and in its brief existence, has 
already taken action to limit single-use plastics, has advocated 
on behalf of the environment with state representatives, and 

has co-hosted a green jobs educational session.  

If you are curious about volunteering with an organization that     
honors your faith and your passion for environmental justice, 
the GreenFaith Circle of Southern New Jersey is looking for 

you! Contact us at  gfcirclesj@gmail.com  
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 As we plan for family outings, vacations and beach 
days, let us not forget the importance of worship.  
Time spent refreshing our faith is so vital to our 

Christian lives.  Please make sure to put worship, 
either on Sundays or at one of the contemporary 

services, on your calendar. 

Psalm 100 (A psalm. For giving grateful praise.) 

1 Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. 
2     Worship the LORD with gladness; 
    come before him with joyful songs. 

3 Know that the LORD is God. 
    It is he who made us, and we are his 

    we are his people, the sheep of his pasture. 
4 Enter his gates with thanksgiving 

    and his courts with praise; 
    give thanks to him and praise his name. 

5 For the LORD is good and his love endures forever; 
    his faithfulness continues through all generations. 
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Please consider joining one of our Ministry teams. Do you ever ask what 
it takes to make our wonderful services happen. While the Pastor and 

staff prepare during the week for our time of worship, it takes the      
support of our ministry teams  to help things run smoothly. 

 
Ushers 

 If you volunteer to help usher, you assist with the handing out of       
bulletins, the collection of the offering and on communion Sundays help 
to lead people to the Lord’s table.  Please see Steve Anderson or Pastor 

if you are interested. 
 

Greeters 
You are the first face that our worshippers see each Sunday.  Greeters 

welcome people before worship and identify guests.  Please reach out to 
Peggy Bowers or Bonnie Mazza 

 
Readers 

The name says it all.  If you volunteer to serve in this capacity you will 
be  reading the printed scriptures on your assigned day. Please see Judy 

Bariexca or Pastor to be added to our list. 
 

Communion Assistant 
On communion Sundays, you would assist in the distribution of the    
elements.  If you volunteer to serve, you will receive guidance and   
training before you are added into the rotation.  Please reach out to   

Bonnie Mazza, Amber Johnson or Pastor. 
 

Acolyte  
If you have a young Christian who would like to help with the lighting 

of the candles, please see Laura Poethke or Pastor. This is a great way to 
help our Sunday School children to serve their Lord. 

 
Tech Team 

This is a new ministry and we need tech savvy people to help run our 
sound system and video on Sunday mornings.  If you are blessed with 
this gift please reach out to Amber Johnson to see how you can help. 

 
If you are considering joining one of our worship teams, please know 
that you will not be asked to do this every Sunday, our goal is to build 
these ministries so that our volunteers serve on schedules set up ahead 
of time. 
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We are so glad you worshipped with us today.   

Our hope is that you have a blessed week and we will see 
you again next Sunday.  

 If you are visi ng and have any ques ons about Holy Trinity, 
please ask Pastor Haab, one of our Greeters or any of our           

wonderful members. 

Go in Peace and serve the Lord. 

We are busy cleaning and reorganizing the church.  As we go 
through closets we are finding some great items that need a 

good home.   

Over the next few weeks we will have a cart located in the 
Narthex with assorted things. If you see anything you like, 

please feel free to take it home.   


