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The 17th Sunday after Pentecost
Introduction

A little faith goes a long way is Jesus’ point in the gospel. A mustard seed’s-worth
of faith has miraculous potential. The patience, tenacity, and endurance required
for the life of faith are the blessings received in holy baptism, holy communion,

and the word read and proclaimed in this assembly. Anticipate them. Receive
them with thanksgiving.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS

THE PRELUDE
* THE CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, our maker, our helper, and
our keeper.
Amen.

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin in the presence of

God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Merciful and loving God,
we are your stiff-necked people. We trample on the needy.
We grumble about your grace to others. We turn away from the

poor. Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. Rejoice over us as
The 17th Sunday after Pentecost ones who were lost and have been found.

Amen.
October 5, 2025

Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. Jesus Christ came

Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church into the world to save sinners. You who were lost have been found.
1308 Mt Hollv Rd In the name of + Jesus, your sins are forgiven!
y Amen.

* Please stand as you are able



THE GATHERING SONG: #526
God Is Here

* THE GREETING

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.

* THE PRAYER OF THE DAY

Benevolent, merciful God: When we are empty, fill us. When we

are weak in faith, strengthen us. When we are cold in love, warm us,

that with fervor we may love our neighbors and serve them for the
sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

THE WORD

First Reading: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4

! The oracle that the prophet Habakkuk saw. > O Lorp, how long
shall I cry for help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you
Violence!” and you will not save? > Why do you make me see
wrongdoing and look at trouble? Destructron and violence are
before me; strife and contention arise. * So the law becomes slack,
and justice never prevails. The wicked surround the righteous;
therefore judgment comes forth perverted.

*IT will stand at my watch post and station myself on the rampart;
I will keep watch to see what he w111 say to me and what he will
answer concerning my complaint.  Then the LORD answered me
and said: erte the vision; make it plaln on tablets, so that a runner
may read it. * For there is still a vision for the appointed time; it
speaks of the end and does not lie. If 1t seems to tarry, wait for it;
it will surely come; it will not delay. * Look at the proud! Their

spirit is not right in them, but the righteous live by their faithfulness.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Psalm: Psalm 37:1-9

Do not be provoked by evildoers;
do not be jealous of those who do wrong.
*For they shall soon wither like the grass,
and like the green grass fade away.
3 Put your trust in the Lorp and do good;
dwell in the land and find safe pasture.
* Take delight in the LoRD,
who shall give you your heart’s desire.
> Commit your way to the LorD; put your trust in the LORD,
and see what God will do.
® The Lorp will make your vindication as clear as the light
and the justice of your case like the noonday sun.
" Be still before the LorD and wait patiently.
Do not be provoked by the one who prospers,
the one who succeeds in evil schemes.
8 Refrain from anger, leave rage alone;
do not be provoked; it leads only to evil.
? For evildoers shall be cut off,
but those who hope in the LorD shall possess the land.

Second Reading: 2 Timothy 1:1-14

"Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, for the sake of the
promise of life that is in Christ Jesus, >To Timothy, my beloved child:
Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and Christ Jesus our
Lord. *Iam grateful to God—whom I worship with a clear conscience,
as my ancestors did—when I remember you constantly in my prayers
night and day Recalhng your tears, | long to see you so that [ may be
filled with joy. °T am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that lived
first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure, lives in you. ° For this reason I remind you to rekindle the gift of
God that is within you through the laying on of my hands, ’ for God did
not give us a spirit of cowardice but rather a spirit of power and of love
and of self-discipline.

¥Do not be ashamed, then, of the testimony about our Lord or of me
his prisoner, but join w1th me in suffering for the gospel, in the power of
God, 9 who saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according to
our works but accordlng to his own purpose and grace, and this grace
was given to us in Christ Jesus before the ages began, '’ but it has now
been revealed through the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ, who
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abolished death and brought life and immortality to light through the
gospel. ' For this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle
and a teacher, '*and for this reason I suffer as I do. But [ am not
ashamed, for I know the one in whom I have put my trust, and [ am
sure that he is able to guard until that day the deposit I have
entrusted to him. '*Hold to the standard of sound teaching that you
have heard from me, in the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.

' Guard the good deposit entrusted to you, with the help of the Holy
Spirit living in us.

The Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Sung page #151a

C: Alleluia. Lord to whom shall we go? You have the words of
eternal life. Alleluia.

* P: The Holy Gospel according to Luke the 16th chapter
* C: Glory to you, O Lord!

Gospel: : Luke 17:5-10

> The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” ® The Lord
replied, “If you had faith the size of a mustard seed, you could say
to this mulberry tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it
would obey you.

7“Who among you would say to your slave who has just come in
from plowing or tending sheeé) in the field, ‘Come here at once and
take your place at the table’? ® Would you not rather say to him,
‘Prepare supper for me; put on your apron and serve me while I eat
and drink; later you may eat and drink’? ° Do you thank the slave for
doing what was commanded? '°So you also, when you have done
all that you were ordered to do, say, ‘We are worthless slaves; we
have done only what we ought to have done!” ”

P: The Gospel of the Lord!
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

GOOD NEWS 101
THE SERMON

THE HYMN OF THE DAY: #769
If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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* THE APOSTLES’ CREED page 217
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

*THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

God of grace,
Receive our prayer.

* PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

OFFERING
SPECIAL MUSIC

* THE OFFERTORY: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful # 184

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of
blessing. Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, that we may
be fed with the bread of life. Gather the hopes and dreams of all; unite
them with the prayers we offer. Grace our table with your presence,
and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.



THE MEAL
* THE OFFERING PRAYER

Lord of the harvest,

we return to you a portion of what you have given to us.
Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches,
but on you, who richly provides for us.

Multiply what we have gathered

to bless all who are suffering and in need,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

* THE GREAT THANKSGIVING (Sung) page 152
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

* THE PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times
and in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and
merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day
overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection
opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the
choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

* THE HOLY, HOLY, HOLY (Sung) page 153
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
Lord God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

* THE THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

* THE LORD’S PRAYER page 154
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

* THE INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them. Come to this meal of
mercy.

THE LAMB OF GOD (sung) page 154

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

THE DISTRIBUTION
* THE PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

O God,

through this meal you have strengthened us

and appointed us to be your servants.

Send us to do good and to share our possessions
with all in need.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.



THE SENDING

* THE BLESSING
The God of righteousness,
who gives justice to the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry,
who sets the prisoners free,
+ bless you now and forever
Amen.

* THE SENDING SONG:

#545

Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing

* THE DISMISSAL

Go in peace. Do not lose heart.
Thanks be to God.

THE POSTLUDE

/ Serving Today: October 5, 2025

Acolyte: Allyson Schmalz
Lector: Laura Poethke

Musician: Danny Allen
Sound System: Bonnie Mazza

Communion Assistant: Laura Poethke

Usher: Bonnie Mazza & Steve Anderson

Serving Next Week: October 12, 2025

Acolyte: TBD
Lector: Bonnie Mazza
Ushers: Bonnie Mazza
Musicians: David May

\ Sound System: Laura Poethke

~

ANNOUNCEMENTS

PLEASE CALL the church office (609-387-1202) whenever a
family member, neighbor, or friend who is a member of Holy
Trinity is hospitalized or moves from one hospital to another. Due
to stricter privacy laws, hospitals do not notify the church when a
member is admitted to the hospital and keep us informed of
hospitalizations so Pastor Haab can visit and keep people in our
prayers.

SUNDAY MORNING: Worship 10AM every Sunday.
Everyone is invited and welcome to attend our Worship at 10 AM
every Sunday. Our blended worship is back next Sunday,
September 28 @10am. We are excited to welcome back our
contemporary band, Voices That Reign, to lead us in song.

MORE INFORMATION: on these and other upcoming
worship times and events can be found on the church Facebook
page HolyTrinityBT and the church website:
ww.holytrinityelc.org

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME: Have you ever thought about
joining one of our worship teams. We are always looking for new
people to help usher, read, help with communion or acolyte.
Please see Bonnie Mazza if you are interested.

FOOD PANTRY: Our food pantry will be open again on
Sunday October 19 from 11:15am— 1:30pm. Please continue to
bring in your donations to help those in need.

BIRTHDAY FELLOWSHIP and LOUD OFFERING take
place on the first Sunday of each month. We recognize those who
celebrate their birthday that month and also pass Philip the
Bucket to collect spare change to help those in need.

THE CHURCH DOES NOT RUN WITHOUT VOUNTEERS:
Stop by the bulletin board located in the main hallway and see
how you can help.
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THIS WEEK AT HOLY TRINITY

Today: 10:00AM Worship/Holy Communion
12 noon Pet Blessings
Wednesday: 5:00—7:00PM Sisters of Sobriety
Friday: 7:00—10:00PM AA
Next Sunday: 9am Sunday School
10am: Worship

o Upcoming Events for the
& SRS Remainder of 2025

October 5: Pet Blessings (@ Noon on the front lawn

October 26: Reformation Sunday Wear Red

October 26: 6-7pm Junior High Youth 4th-7th grade
7-8pm Senior High Youth 8th-12th

November 2: All Saints Day

November 25: Thanksgiving Service @ 7pm

November 29: Greening of the Church @ 10am

December 14: Christmas Concert @ 6:30pm with Voices That
Reign and Youth Choir

December 24: Christmas Eve Worship @ 7pm & 10pm
December 28: Lesson and Carols @ 10am
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