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FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT 
In today’s gospel Jesus reveals his power over death by raising Lazarus from the dead. 
The prophet Ezekiel prophesies God breathing new life into dry bones. To those in exile 
or living in the shadows of death, these stories proclaim God’s promise of resurrection. 
In baptism we die with Christ that we might also be raised with him to new life. At the 

Easter Vigil we will welcome the newly baptized as we remember God’s unfailing   
promise in our baptism.  

 
THE PRELUDE 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the gift of grace. 
Amen. 
Let us acknowledge before God and one another 
our need for repentance and God’s mercy. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Holy God, 
we confess to you our faults and failings. 
Too often we neglect and do not trust your holy word; 
we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; 
we spoil rather than steward your creation; 
we cause hurt though you call us to heal; 
we choose fear over compassion. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
as we seek to follow in your way of life. 
Amen. 
 
Hear the good news: 
God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, 
so that all may receive life. 
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This promise is for you! 
God embraces you with divine mercy, 
☩ forgives you in Christ’s name, 
and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 
Amen. 
 

* THE GATHERING SONG:  Praise Opens Prison Doors 

* THE GREETING 

P: The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
 
* THE KYRIE     pg. 147 
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*  THE PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Almighty God, your  Son came into the wor ld to free us all 
from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that 
we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteous-
ness all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

 

WORD 

First Reading: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by 
the spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it 
was full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very 
many lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, 
“Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you 
know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to 
them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the 
Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. 6I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you 
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”  
7So I  prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,  
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suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came      to-
gether, bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on 
them, and flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; 
but there was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy 
to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says 
the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe 
upon these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he com-
manded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and 
stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 11Then he said to me, 
“Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off com-
pletely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the 
Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from 
your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open 
your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I 
will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place 
you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 
spoken and will act, says the Lord.”  
 
The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
Psalm: Psalm 130 
1Out of the depths I cry to you, O L ; 
2O L , hear my voice! 
 Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
3If you were to keep watch over sins, 

O L , who could stand? 
4Yet with you is forgiveness, 

in order that you may be feared.  
5I wait for you, O L ; my soul waits; 

in your word is my hope. 
6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep 

watch for the morning, more than those who keep  
 watch for the morning. 

7O Israel, wait for the L , for with the L  there is steadfast 
love; with the L  there is plenteous redemption. 

8For the L  shall redeem Israel 
from all their sins.  
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Second Reading: Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the  
Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit 
of Christ does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of     
righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead 
dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to 
your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you.  
 
The Word of the Lord 
C: Thanks be to God 
 
* THE GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  Sung               page  151 

Return to the Lord, your God, 
for he is gracious and merciful, 
slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love. 
  
*P:  The Holy Gospel according to John the 4th Chapter  
 C: Glory to you, O Lord!   
 
Gospel: John 4:5-42 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the 
Lord with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother 
Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he 
whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This  
illness does not lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that 
the Son of God may be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though 
Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard 
that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where 
he was. 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea 
again.” 8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just   
now trying to stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus 
answered,  “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who 
walk during the day do not stumble, because they see the light of 
this world. 10But those who walk at night stumble, because the 
light is not in them.” 11After saying this, he told them, “Our friend 
Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to awaken him.”  
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12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will be 
all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but 
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told 
them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 15For your sake I am glad I was not 
there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who 
was called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 
that we may die with him.” 17When Jesus arrived, he found that   
Lazarus had already been in the tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was 
near Jerusalem, some two miles away, 19and many of the Jews had 
come to Martha and Mary to console them about their brother.  
20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and met him, 
while Mary stayed at home. 21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had 
been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now I know 
that God will give you whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, 
“Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he 
will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, 
“I am the resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even 
though they die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in 
me will never die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, 
Lord, I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one 
coming into the world.” 28When she had said this, she went back and 
called her sister Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here 
and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly 
and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but 
was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who 
were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly 
and go out. They followed her because they thought that she was 
going to the tomb to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus 
was and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you 
had been here, my brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw 
her weeping, and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was 
greatly disturbed in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have 
you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus   
began to weep. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But 
some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 38Then Jesus, again greatly 
disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying 
against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 
the dead man, said to him, “Lord, already there is a stench because 
he has been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you 
that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?” 41So they 
took away the stone. And Jesus looked upward and said, “Father, I 
thank you for having heard me. 42I knew that you always hear me, 8 

 

but I have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so 
that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said this, 
he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44The dead man 
came out, his hands and feet bound with strips of cloth, and his 
face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let 
him go.” 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary 
and had seen what Jesus did, believed in him.  
 
P: The Gospel of the Lord!  
C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
GOOD NEWS 101   

THE SERMON 
 
THE HYMN OF THE DAY:  I Want To Walk as a Child of the 
       Light     #815 
  
 * PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, 
the world, and all of creation. 

Merciful God, 
Receive our prayer. 
 
THE PASSING OF THE PEACE 
Pastor: The Peace of Christ be with you always.  
All: And also with you. 
 
THE OFFERING 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC:  The Commission  
 
* CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  page 219 

* THE THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD 
 

Gracious God, who has named and claimed us, calling us your      
beloved children, you know the secrets of our hearts. When we 
sin and stray from your paths, you astound us with your saving 
grace. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 
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Loving Jesus, living Word, in you the kingdom of God has come 
near; through you all that was lost has been found. Help us to 
boldly follow wherever you may lead, trusting your promise that 
we need not fear, for you are with us. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 
 

Holy Spirit, the mystery in which we dwell, into our scarcity, 
your abundance flows. Enliven all communities with your good 
news. Guide us to love and serve Jesus, giving ourselves away for 
the sake of the world. 
For this Word of life, 
we give you thanks. 
 

All glory to you, holy God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 * THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC :   This Is Amazing Grace 
 
* BLESSING 
 

God, the giver of love, 
☩ Christ, the resurrection and the life, 
and the Holy Spirit of rebirth 
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Serving Today:  March 26, 2023 
Acolyte: Mar is & Baylee Rodig 

Lector:  Laura Poethke 
Ushers: Peggy Bowers & Bonnie Mazza 

Musicians: Michelle Foster , Jairo Campo,  
Liam McGeary & Kai Gibson 

 
Serving Next Week: April 2, 2023 

Communion Assistant: Laura Poethke 
Acolyte:  Allyson Schmalz 

Lector: Hank Bar iexca 
Ushers:  Steve Anderson & Lynn Haab 

Musician:  Michelle Foster  

* THE SENDING SONG:  Rise Up, Lazarus  
 
* DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve in love. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Special Thanks to Voices That Reign 
For joining us today.   

The next evening contemporary service is 
this Tuesday, March 28 @ 7pm.  
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EASTER  LILY DEDICATION: If you are interested 
in purchasing a Easter Lily in honor of a loved one,    
today is the last day.  Please see Bonnie after worship. 
The cost is $20 per Lily. 

VBS PLANNING: We will be having our  second     
meeting following worship on March 26. 

                                                                                       
CHURCH CLEANUP: Special thank you to all who 
came out to help with the cleanup this past Saturday. 

 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES: Our midweek   
Lenten Services will conclude on March 29 at 7pm.  

 

EASTER EGG HUNT: Saturday, Apr il 1, from       
10am-noon.  Please see sign up sheet on bulletin board. 

 

HOLY WEEK WORSHIP:  Palm Sunday, Apr il 2, at 
10am. Maundy Thursday, April 6 at 7pm.  Good Friday, 
April 7, at 7pm and  Easter Sunday at 10am. 

 

TRENTON THUNDER FAITH & FAMILY NIGHT:  
We have signed up to be a part of this great event on       
Saturday, July 29th @6:30pm.  Tickets are $8.00 per      
person.   Reserve your tickets today , while they are still 
available after service.   

OFFERING ENEVLOPES ARE HERE: Please see 
Hank after worship today. 
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SUNDAY SERVICES: Our Sunday morning worship services 
will continue at 10:00 AM. Services are also streamed live on our 
Facebook Page.. Holy Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church,     
Burlington Twp, NJ 

THE CHURCH OFFICE is usually open on Wednesdays and      
Fridays when Pastor is there. Bonnie will be in the office, Mon 10-
2,  Wed—Friday 10-2. You can always call and leave a  message if 
you need us.  

SOCIAL MINISTRY OUTREACH continues with our  Phillip 
the Bucket spare change Loud Offering on the first Sunday of each 
month. Our Offerings have gone to help those in need in our  com-
munity. We are also continuing to collect nonperishable food items 
for St. Luke’s Food Pantry.  

CONTEMPORARY SERVICES: We are continuing with our    
Contemporary Services featuring Voices That Reign. Our next   
service will be on Tuesday March  28, 2023 @7:00pm 

FELLOWSHIP TIME:  Please join us immediately following     
worship in the Social hall for refreshments and fellowship. We are  
looking for dessert type items, if you would like to help out please 
see sign up sheet on the bulletin board. 

We are so glad you worshipped with us today.   

Our hope is that you have a blessed week and we will see you 
again next Sunday.  

 If you are visiting and have any questions about Holy     
Trinity, please ask Pastor Haab, one of our Greeters or any of 

our wonderful members. 


